
“The Manhattan Art Review”

Nuotama Bodomo, Felix Gonzalez-Torres, Francisco Goya, Melchior Grossek, Dorothea Lange,
Louise Lawler, Sherrie Levine, Bill Miller, Diane Nerwen, John Schabel, Jim Shaw - Everybody
Dies! - Carriage Trade - *****

I love photography and I love morbidity, so this is right up my alley. It delivers too, a broad
historical overview of artistic approaches to death from the 19th century to the present, all of it
consistently suffused with same sense of dour blackness but with a breadth of context and media
that makes it feel rich and expansive. I feel like I say this every time I see a good group show, but
it remains shocking how much good curation matters. I mean, my god, what are you supposed to
say about a tiny room with a Louise Lawler skull on one wall facing a fucking Goya from Los
desastres de la guerra? Sure, not every curator can get a Lawler, let alone a Goya, but sublime
moments of curation have to be applauded. And as if that wasn't enough, the photograph of a
mourner by Dorothea Lange is one of the most beautiful things I've seen in a while.


